Audifest 2008

Due to the temperate nature of the climate here in the Bay Area, seasonal changes aren’t easily recognizable without a calendar in hand.  While Autumn in other parts of the country is marked by colder weather and dramatic fall colors, the normal fog and wind pattern which envelop the coastal portions of the Bay Area begin to retreat and modest temperatures return.  
One clear indication that it’s fall is that on the first weekend in October, you’ll find over 150 Audi’s at Infineon Raceway in Sonoma at Audifest 2008 hosted by the Golden Gate chapter of the Audi Club of North America (ACNAGG).   After selling out an extremely successful extended weekend of activities both on the track and off for the 2007 Frank Beddor Nationals last year at Infineon, ACNAGG decided to follow that successful format again for 2008, and was met with similar enthusiasm as the event sold out in record time.
This meant that on the Friday preceding the two days on track, there were a number of events to partake in, including a wine country tour, drive through Marin County to the ________lighthouse on the Coast or take a few swings on the fairway at ____________ golf course.

In contrast to last years bright sunny skies, a small storm front was moving in on Friday as participants rolled into the parking lot at the host hotel, the Sheraton Petaluma.  As the reps from sponsor Carlsen Audi completed tech inspections in the parking lot, the skies grew darker and light rains descended upon the crowd.  Inside the Sheraton, the registration lines grew and the crowd gathered, enjoying the appetizers and previewing the silent auction items on display, while they waited for the drivers meeting later that evening.   
With a long two days ahead, the crowd dissipated quickly after the meeting to get ready for the weekends events.  As Saturday morning rolled in – so did the clouds with occasional periods of light rain.  With the gates open early, the crowd started rolling into the somewhat soggy paddock area.   As the paddock and garages filled, wheels and brake pads were swapped and windows cleaned in anticipation of the first sessions on track.  With the damp conditions though – many opted to keep their street tires on for their initial sessions.  After the morning drivers meeting, the instructors were first out on track, and a very slick track it was.  After their sessions, the instructors headed over to the exercise area just on the perimeter of the paddock area to assist in running the braking, lane avoidance and slalom exercises for the A and B students, who had just completed their initial classroom session.
With the various groups coming off the track from their first on track excursions, everyone was talking about how they were dealing with the very wet and slippery track conditions.  Mixed in the chatter was the mention of the terms “rain lines” and “pucker factor” when describing the tracks conditions, especially turns 2 and 3, both at the top of hills with off camber surfaces.    Most of all, everyone took advantage of the wet conditions to work on their smoothness and track awareness which would pay dividends later on in the weekend when the conditions were more advantageous.
As the sun peaked through the clouds and the track dried off after lunch, the A and B groups get ready for their first full assault on the surface at Infineon.  Hurrying to meet their instructors and strap on their helmets, some of them headed to the hot pits for their first taste at being behind the wheel on a race track.  The rest of the group was busy swapping on their track wheels and tires after many had chosen to run their street rubber in the damp morning hours.  With a much drier track, all run groups were in for a treat, as the speeds increased as did the number of smiles.  After the final track sessions concluded, everyone readied themselves for the short trip back to the host hotel to sample some fine local wines provided by __________ a few tasty cold beverages and clean up and kick back a bit prior to the evenings banquet dinner, silent auction and raffle.
Once the banquet was underway, and the crowd sampled the fine dinner provided, _______ provided some opening remarks and thank you’s to all the sponsors who made the event possible.  Since this was the final event of the year, the Club presented their annual member of the year award to Jimmy Stoner and his wife Pat.  After a raucous ovation, Jimmy and Pat  graciously accepted the award.

Thanks to the generous sponsorship of _________________, there were numerous items included in the silent auction and raffle.  Some of the more notable items included ________________.   _____________ must have had a lucky rabbits foot in his pocket as he walked away with both the two largest prizes _________________.
As the cars rolled through the gates on Sunday morning, everyone geared up for another dry day of fun.  As usual, ACNAGG always has a few tricks up their proverbial sleeve.  The first was holding the usual Sunday morning drivers meeting at the Audi Forum Sonoma located just on the inside of turn 1.  
Once everyone was inside, _________________ the _________ of the Audi Forum Sonoma welcomed the group and spoke about the programs provided by the Audi Forum. The beautiful modern building is just over a year old and is home base to both the Audi Sports Car Experience and Audi Driving Experience, which allow enthusiasts to test their skills with a number of different Audi models.  He also introduced __________ and ___________ who were professional drivers and instructors at the Forum.   Later in the afternoon, all three of these gentlemen would be behind the wheels of an RS4, providing passengers with hot laps around Infineon. 

The Sports Car Experience offers a variety of one or two day programs utilizing the S5, RS4 or R8 models, under the supervision of race car instructors.  The program provides some in class instruction, but is heavily biased at providing significant amounts of track time in the vehicles.  

The Audi Driving Experience focuses more on learning more about the new Audi models such as the new B8 A4.  Two complimentary programs are offered.  The Introductory Program allows you to compare the car to other cars in it’s segment such as the Mercedes Benz C class , BMW 3 series and Lexus IS.  You can also sample other Audi models as well.  The A4 Driving Experience focuses entirely on the new A4 and allows you to drive the new A4 on local roads and experience Audi’s new Drive Select option, which changes a variety of driving parameters of the car including throttle response and suspension settings.  In addition, the reasonably priced half day Enthusiast Program allows you to enhance your driving fundamentals in both the new S5 and R8 on track at Infineon.

As the day progressed, the crowd thinned out a bit, as many had long drives home, or had to pack up their multiple vehicles which they trailered to the event.  With the size of the initial crowd – it was hardly noticeable, with the only indication being a  few more open spots in the paddock.   It was evident that all the hard work put into organizing this event had paid off as the groups went on and off the track like clockwork.  

With every event, there is usually the one memory that will stay with you for a lifetime.  At Audifest 2008, I’m sure everyone would agree it was the opportunity to ride in the RS4 with _____________, ___________ and _________ behind the wheel at speeds most of us could only dream off, with the cars only about two to three feet apart.  Synchronized swimming of sorts, for the track enthusiast.  This wasn’t just an E-ticket ride, it was the whole amusement park jammed into a few laps around Infineon raceway.  Strapped in as the cars sped around the track, sliding three abreast through the carousel or trail braking through turn 11, the thrills were both immediate and everlasting.  

When all was said and done, ACNAGG put together another fantastic event.  From the off track events on Friday, and the wonderful raffle and silent auction on Saturday to the thrill rides with the Audi Sportscar Experience, there wasn’t a dull moment during Audifest 2008.  You can’t help but look forward to what’s in store for 2009.
